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This course offers the opportunity to learn the basics of Japanese history from ancient
to modern times and to combine that knowledge with how this history is displayed in
Japan’s museums through the case of the National Museum of Japanese History
(Rekihaku). The course is divided into two parts. The first part will be held online, and

the second part on-site, in Japan, in March 2023.

Part I: COIL (asynchronous + 2 Zoom sessions)

1. Online asynchronous lesson 1 (20~24 February 2023): General guidance, self-

introductions, an introduction to Japan’s pre-modern history, and virtual tour of

Rekihaku (National Museum of Japanese History) (Yoshie Takamitsu)

2. Online asynchronous lesson 2 (27 February ~ 3 March 2023): an introduction to
Japan’s modern and contemporary history (incl. 1-hour discussion on Zoom) (Juljan

Biontino)

3. Online asynchronous lesson 3 (from 6~10 March 2023): Museums and history on
display (incl. 1-hour-discussion on Zoom) (Ioannis Gaitanidis)

Part I1: a 5-day program with students from American universities who will visit Chiba
in March 2023

> Day 1 (12 March): Arrival of students from American universities

> Day 2 (13 March, all day): Displaying Culture/Explaining Culture
*Morning session: Lecture by Ioannis Gaitanidis on “Culture on Display” (nishi-Chiba

campus)
*Welcome Lunch
*Afternoon session: Guided tour of Naritasan

website: https:!//www.naritasan.or.jp/english/



https://www.naritasan.or.jp/english/

> Day 3 (14 March, morning): Initial visit to The National Museum of Japanese

History
*Morning session: Walk through the museum and think about what are the general

characteristics of Rekihaku as a space of display?

> Day 4 (17 March, all day): Second visit of Rekihaku

*Morning session: Re-visit the displays and complete specific assignments on pre-
modern Japanese history

*Afternoon session: Meet the curators of Rekihaku

» Day 5 (18 March, all day): Third visit to Rekihaku.

*Morning session: Re-visit the displays and complete specific assignments on modern

Japanese history
*Afternoon session: Discussion on what modernity is and how it is displayed in
Rekihaku

> Day 6 (19 March, all day): self-designed fieldwork

Depending on student interest, a trip to popular spots (such as Asakusa, Yokohama or

Kamakura) could be arranged with the help of this program’s conveners.

> Day 7 (20 March, morning): Explanation of final task, student feedback and
farewell lunch

> Final Task (due March 27): Report on Japanese history and culture

Write a 2,000-word report about any aspect of Japanese history and culture. For

students particularly interested in museums, the report could focus on a visit to a

museum of their choice and to a discussion of how history is displayed in that museum.



