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This course offers the opportunity to learn the basics of Japanese history from ancient
to modern times and to combine that knowledge with how this history is displayed in
Japan’s museums through the case of the National Museum of Japanese History
(Rekihaku). The course is divided in two parts. The first part will be held online and

the second part on-site, in Japan, in March 2022.

Part I: COIL (asynchronous and synchronous learning)

1. Online asynchronous lesson 1 (from 10 September 2021): Introduction to Japanese

history and its museums (Juljan Biontino)

In my on-demand lecture, I will introduce you to the study of history, and then give you
a very short introduction to Japan's modern and contemporary history. The lesson will

invite you to have a look at the past through the present, at a very fast pace. In the last
part of the lecture, I introduce you to the museum landscape of Japan, mainly focusing

on the Tokyo/Bay area. After the lecture, you will be able to think about and question

"the study of history" as a profession and know where to situate the "Rekihaku."

2.0nline asynchronous lesson 2 (from 10 September 2021): Japanese history from

ancient to early modern times. (Rekihaku curators)
There are 6 videos of approximately 10 min each, presented by the curators of the
National Museum of Japanese History, all of whom are specialists in the fields they

will each talk about: ancient, medieval and modern histories of Japan.

3.Task 1: Think of questions for the Rekihaku curators (due September 14)
Based on asynchronous lessons 1 and 2, students submit in the forum (in advance)
questions that they would like to ask the curators of the National Museum of Japanese

History, in regards to Japanese history and the way it is displayed in the museum.

4. Zoom session with curators of Rekihaku (National Museum of Japanese History) to

be held on zoom from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on September 16.

5.0nline asynchronous lesson 3 (from 20 September 2021): Museums and history on

display (Ioannis Gaitanidis)
This lesson will briefly introduce the field of museology and museum studies, and help

students think of the politics of displaying historical artifacts and events. This lesson
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will be followed by a task that students will be asked to complete by visiting a local

museum of their choice.

6. Task 2: Report on Japanese history on display

Students choose a museum in their vicinity with displays related to Japan and write a
2,000-words report about the “Japanese history” displayed in the museum and why
they think it is displayed in that way. ChibaU students can do the same about

American history in Japanese museums.

*Task 2 can be completed over the months of October 2021 to January 2022

Part IT: a 10-day program with students from American universities who will visit
Japan in March 2022

Day 1: The Distant Past

Activity: arrival of students from American universities in Narita International Airport
and tour of the Haniwa Museum located near the airport

website: https://www.haniwakan.com/

Day 2: Museums displaying historical change: The case of Tokyo

Activity: Visit of the Edo-Tokyo Museum+ Traditional Dyeing workshop

website: https://www.edo-tokyo-museum.or.jp/en/

Days 3~5: The National Museum of Japanese History: Behind the Curtains

Activity: Meet the curators of the National Museum of Japanese History, experience
and discuss about their work. Juljan Biontino will also provide a tour of the sections on
modern/contemporary periods.

website: https://www.rekihaku.ac.jp/english/

Days 6~7: free (tour of Kyoto with local guide can be arranged)

Day 8: American history on display in Japanese museums.

Day 9: Presentations by students on the pros and cons of “history on display.”




Day 10: Feedback by lecturers and curators of the National Museum of Japanese

History and departure from Japan of students from American universities.




